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fertile nature of the soil, and the peculiar habits of the people.
Between Mogating and Beejanoun-yoowa, which has been
before mentioned as standing at the entrance to the defiles on
the south side of the pass, leading into the Assam valley, the
Saul forests gradually disappear, and are succeeded by exten-
sive patches of grass jungle, which stretch along the sloping
faces of the glens and defiles formed by the projecting branch-
es of the superior heights, where forests again appear stud-
ded with the large and numerous villages of those Singpho
and Khumpti tribes who admit little more than a nominal
dependence upon Burmese authority.

60th. The journey from Ava to Bungpoor in Assam has
been accomplished by this route in 20 days, and the mode
generally adopted is to proceed by water up the Irawattee
to the town of Thigaing, on the right bank of the river, which
at this spot deflects a good deal to the eastward, and from
thence the remainder of the journey to Mogaung is performed
by a land route, which does not in any part again touch upon
the Irawattee, and is throughout perfectly practicable for
laden battle. The next most important line of communica-
tion is that which runs between Bhumo and Mogaung, the
two principal cities in this quarter of the Burmese empire,
between which a very constant intercourse is carried on by
the resident Shan and Chinese merchants, and the latter, as
has been before remarked, cross the country on mercantile
speculations even to the neighbourhood of the Ningthee or
KLyendwen river.

61st. The city of Bhumo, which is the capital of a district
of the same name, and governed by a Shan chieftain, is about
14K) geographical miles direct distance from Ava, and is bet-
ter known to Europeans by name than any other town in this
remote quarter of the Burmese empire, from having always
formed the principal mart for trade with the Chinese of Yu-
nan, and from the Portuguese having been permitted to esta-
blish factories there in the seventeenth century, from which,
however, they were shortly afterwards again expelled. From
the information given by Shan merchants, the town appears
to be situated on the left bank of the EEumneh or Bhumo